However, there was confusion with another Centerville township in Washington State, so 
they changed the name to Centralia in 1891. By that time, the town’s founder had sold 
2,000 lots, and the location had indeed proven itself to be a central spot on the rail line up 
to Tacoma. 


Though his wife, who helped found the town, died in 1888, Washington remained active 
and took a critical interest in civic affairs until his death. He was noted for his willingness 
to help his fellow residents in many ways, including selling property for little money 
down, offering loans at no interest, and providing work when there was little available. 
During the panic of 1893, when Centralia along with much of the rest of the nation went 
into a decline for most of a decade, Washington’s willingness to assist and his efforts at a 
private relief program kept the town from failing. When he died in 1905, he was much 
mourned, and was buried in the cemetery he had donated, from a church he had long 
supported. 


This facility has a waiting room and is staffed by Amtrak employees. 
Centralia is served by 12 daily trains. The Amtrak Cascades are primarily financed 
through funds made available by the Washington State DOT and the Oregon Department 


of Transportation. 


This is one of two cities named Centralia that is served by Amtrak; the other is in Illinois, 
on the routes of the ///ini, Saluki and City of New Orleans. 


